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Wa min hal~u khamjta lawalli wajhaka shatrul 
nla~Jjdil Haram; \\'a hai .. u rna Kuntum fawalloo 
.... ujuhakum Sha\r..Ih· 

SUrdh 2: Ayat 149. 
1 ran,: Which ncr .... ,,)' ),ou depart. face toward5 lht 
fh!l ~ ~1a,ji cJ . ilnd wtll.:r(:H~r your arc, face lo .... ards ie 
I. the NRSI rnoluuon;rl} change III Ihc 
orientation 01 Islamic plac('s 01 worship was brought 
ahou t b~ Ihl~ Quranic ordiancL'. It applied 10 humble 
~ Iruclun: li ii' wd[ it!> 10 mil~nifit:l.'nl edrfice!> \\ohcrncr 
located or \~hm'\cr build, them . 

1 he A{lubt/. Ihc hm House 01 God, hmlt by 
Ha/lIra! Adam A!. t~ located at 50" .. nd 20 lal 10 
Mecca. Damaged dunng Ihc deluge 01 Halral Noah 
1\.'" ih 'upcrlitnJCturc "a~ rcc()n!.lructcd by tne 
Prophet IbrahJm A.s. aS~lstcd by ni ~ cldc~t ... on 
Pmphel Ismail A.s. When thc Prophet Muhammed 
~ .;1. \\. ) . II. a ~ 35 yean of age the Kua ba wa~ rcbuilt. Ihe 
black ~tonc wa!o put in 1I~ present pU~ltioll In unc 
corner of the exterior wall by HauHt Muhammad 
~.il. \\.~. 

Kaaba is a unH . .JUC stru(\urc In th~' wurtd 43 fl. x 42 
ft. by J3 flo in ~ilC, a cubc. built In stones. with a nat 
nmf. and in\>c'tcu with a drapery C()IlSi,tlOg 01 t\\O 
pil rt~. I ht: Kami ~ (vcst) ;lnd I he l/ilr ldrawcnJ ren ewed 
oncc annuall~. I he Inner drapmg is fed and the outer 
dnlpillg is black. The !cl\eh L~f Kalima Tu:,.yiba i.c. 

..lI1 J.l-"'J ~ ,. JI ~I oJ; ~ 

I...,a IIlaha lllallahu Moh<lmmmiu RlI ~oo lullah arc 
" {nen into Ihc bod} 01 thcse cO\enn~. \~hi!c Ihe 
border I' ){l mc::timt: ~ left hlank and so metimes 
In scribed wllh \en.es from Ihe Glorious Quran. 
Alth ough '>Cveral ren nO\ation s have tllkell pla ce. Ihl' 
Kaaba ha s undergone no material ehange~ . I!l;tallds in 
I he centre of a large uncO\e red ya rd a boul 5.18 rt. x 355 
fl in ,i/e. All around i ... a eo\ered Ma)Jid With a 
number (If gates. I he M ;I ~jid i ... being e ,\(cndt.'(I and 
enla rgcd both hori10n lillly and \crtu.:ally. It , ~'ariou, 

component parL~. ga((:s. pillars, and minarele~ belong 
to different pcnlKh: the major part belongcd to thc 
Mamluke and Ottoman pcflod~ . Thc prc.'>cn t pha)oC of 
cx.lt:" n ... i\c rCIU()(iI,.·lhng and CXH.'n ... lon \~orks ha s been 
tak~n up by the Saudi GO\ernmcnt. B~ U~.l H it had 
added 45.000 ~. yd~ . by aC4uiring houloCs. It can 

ncc()mrno<.lille 400.001l rcr'llll~:n pra ye r, . 
The BUlt-ul-Haram.the hol iest o)"ul1 MasaJid is held 

in highcM e~ tecm by all Mu~lim~. No onc will slecp 
with feet turned toward.'> the Qiblll : e,'c::n a delld body i" 
nOI buried with feci facing Ihc Qibla: 1'\0 one can sil for 
easing oneself or for cleaning ei ther with face or wilh 
the back lurned toward s the Qibla . 

The oru:ntlltlon 0 1 gm"c~. m;Lu'okum~. la\,tWne, 
and bath room) ha\c to bear Ih i~ rest riction JI\ \-IC". 
2 The ~('()IIc1 Contribution wa) thc replacement of 
pictures . figuTtund idols by caltigru phic in~rI pi ion.'> 
and geometrical reprt~ntations used on the intcrion. 
as well as exteriors of buildings. Elabor.ue quota lions 
from the Quran arc beautiful!) engraved in different 
'«:ripls \'i1. KurlC and Cursivc. On frdgileand common 
anicles Non·Quranic inscriptions are used instC<td. 
I wo famous ealhgNlphen. associated with the 
dc\c1tlpment of Ha'\hkhi script arc I. Ibn Muqla (d. 
QJ9 q. a mil1l<;ler of the Abbasid Caliph of Baghdad , 
and 2. Ibn AI-Baww.t.b (d . 1022 C). a pa inter. 
l"alhgmphy itnd th ;t~~OClat\..iJ 3rt. palnllng a nd 
decoralLon on the ceram ic tiled Interiors 01 MasuJid 
ro)C In mail-tHricellt heLghh under the Ttmun and 
Safu\ I rule~. 

rhe M:''''Jld . unlike an~ other rcli}o!iou~ huildin}o!. hOI' 
no [l tu rglc~1 focal point exce pllor thl": Mlhrab. which 
occ upic~ thc cenlral pOlnl1O Ihe wall lacing the QibliL. 
The Imam. who [cad .'> the (:on~regalion:tl pra~crs 

:>Ulnd ~ :!Ithis point . The Mihrab ha~ taken the ~ hapc 01 
a niche or an alco\"e . It i~ aloo1!-the ,ide!. 01 Mlhrab that 
Quranic \'er!lC5 Irom Sura Ai ·Jum;t<t arc inloc ribcd and 
c n~ra\"cd. 

SLnce prayers ha\'c 10 be offercd In s traLght ro" ~, th t" 
average depth 01 :I row being about 42 IIlche-s. Ihe 
prdycr hall has 10 be built as a rcctangle. Thc prd yer~ 
have 10 be oO"l:red in the 4 positiom, I. standlllg. 2. 
bending. 3. pro!olTalioll and 4. s ilting: there I~. 

Iherefore. no furniture in Ihe MiI~jid e}[ceptio!!. Ihc 
Mlmbcr (pulpit) for the Imam . 

Therefore. t he entire desi re to expreSS arti~ticlilly I he 
lo\'e and lldurJ lion of Allah is channelled into the 
basic shape oC the bUilding and ex pres~d in ceramic. 
mON\IC and relic! carv1l1gs. Ka~hmir ha~ used Ihc 99 
beautiful names of Allah and olher Qutclnic 
qu otations on Khatambandi and paper machc on 
.... all,. ceili ngs and dome~. 

3. ., he 77,ird importam pm::ept is the obligatLon of 
JX'rforming Wuzu (ablutions). as a pre-rcq ui ~i t(: . fOt 
offering praycili. III certain cases complete bath1l1g is 
obligatory. This obligation made it necessar~ Hl 
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arrangc a ,uppl) 01 clean waler "Llhm a rca .. on'lble 
t,l1"ilm:e lwrn a Ma'jid . The Ahhd"dc Qucl'n. huill a 
mnnurnl:nlill h~driluhe \.\IorL.;1 condUlI "'II\&!I right up 
t\) Amlat "hl:rl' mllhoo~ 01 Ih.u l' u)c il" Walt.'r. It 
Ix.'ar .. her lIaml.' thl' lub.uda Canal. 10 14M c liha71 
Khn ... robl·~ hdd laid liUI publu.· b ... lh, ,I lid ".It~· rdO!>C'I ... 
m S<lrdJC\O (Hu'nllI). Akbar 11555-16(5 ) budt lin 
inlric.:uc cmCI'Cd '~"Iem of lifting ".liter to I-I IITIpaba\ 
I ort. I he ... " Ill" rvelloul> dc\'cloplllent~ IOOl. place" hen 
Fr.lllcc. I.:;nglund lind RU)~la \Ioerc pnmitl\'c by 
cl)mpari .. on . I tlndon hud ih public "IItl:r l>uppl} in 
Hd I. Pam 111 Ibtd ;\Od MOM:o" 10 Itlt" U.S.A. w ... ~ 
IIr'l cnlontll'd 10 1607. Mar.clou!> dCMgn!> lor 
pro\Idlng comlortahle .. pou" and lub ... with ... moke
hl'''IIn~ \\'1.'11.: l.'\oIH·d 10 Ka .. hmir. Khanl.ah-e- Mualla 
.II Snn.lgdr ha .. .1 dllublc-l>tor~ bath hou.'o(' functioning 
e\en oow. At IlaLhl'rpora. I \loa' amaled to S« an 
underground l:.Irthen unlined wnnd for eonvtymg 
\~atcr 10 KarC\lo ll land) 101 cour..c no longer In u~ 

nl)"). r"e:H RI,hlpur I \\."!l' 'trud "hen I lo3" 

undcrgn1und \tlnll~'d pip..' IInc app.ln:ntl} nW:tnt lor 
conu:yan('c 01 pun: watcr or u~cd ",lI er 
4. 1,l;.lm enjOined calhn~ Ihc f311hlullo pr:t~er not h~ 
rill!!,"!! bclb but b~ reciting Alan . I'n devaled ~Plll 
had to be 'l'lccll'd 10 makc thc call IlUdlblc . I hl~ 
nl.'CC!>~lIall·d hUlldlllg OJ ,pt:cial h.:;tture \\.hl('h took the 
,h:lI)C n\ Minar ~o dl!>tlOell\\.' oj 1 ... lumic places 01 
"or.-hlp . 
5. 7711' ShUlk' of MUI'jid: blamlc Architecturt" 
c,tilbli~hcd tI lIml} 01 'lyle based 011 the re4uircments 
01 laCing the Qibl:t, the pm yer hall hclllg re=ctangula r, a 
mmarct for Ihc Muallll and pro"I!>lon 01 wolter for 
ablullon~. 11 nd c\loh ed pa Itcrn~ that Jelt \ "iblc Slamps 
('\en "hen Uilli/lng local materil1l" localtaknt and 
teChnl411e~ '1I1ttn~ local condlllon'ro. 

the carltest lorm 01 Ma"Jtd \Ioa~ the open plan 
follo"lng the lu~out fir)t ultC'd b) the Prop~t Ha7 . 
Muhamml-d , a , \Io , hlm).Clf al Madina . II consisted of 
a rt'Ctangular enclosure \\<l1h a \l.all or a ,.tructure 
contalnlOg Ii Mlhrab on thc ~ Ide= facin@. the Qibla 
This became the prayer Hall Thl' olhcr three side!> had 
a mcrc wall 10 bcglll \Iollh follo"ed hy roofed aisJe~ or 
arcadcs. A mlOaret 'Was added on the left back corner. 
Jamla Masjld Otlhl and Shahl (pulher) Masjid 
Srina!3r are= open plan I}'pc~ . rhe O1her t}pe!> then 
follov.cd. I hc lour-I"an lypC :tnd the Domed t}'pe. 
The four- Iwao I)PC was flJ\ored In Imn , thc most 
famou~ being the Masjid-I -Jaml of Islahan built 10 
SdJuk pe riod In carly lllh cenlUr). Our Jaml3 Masjid 
of Srinagar;) a four- Iw.m type built by Sadraud 010 
Khura:sani. Architect during the reign of Sultan 
Siknndcr ( 1394-1398 c). The Masjid IslS4 fl.:< 38 1 fl. 
with an lOocr open yard of 254 fl. x 2J4 (I. 

Domed Masajid are mainlyassociatcd wilh Turke) , 
I hc carllest example is lhe Talkatan Baba Mas)id of 
Merv ",hich datcslo lhe end of the:: Illh ~ntury A. D. 
The Masjid. IISdf being r«tangular III shape. dra"''S 

togcthcr thc entirt' ~tructun: under a ce:ntral domc. To 
cover the: reCtRngul:lr are::t. :lt1empl' w.:rc made to 
h:lH' multlplt ,mall domt~. I he hncst cx:tmple 01 a 
domed Ma~Jld i ~ Ihc Schml~e MasJld of Edirnc. 
I urkt·~ built III 1567-1575 and dl."l~ncd h~ the famou_, 

architect Slrl\ln (I"K9-15~6). Ihe ~tln (II a tiret·l 
Chmtian ~tone ma,on , Sinon cnrolled in the Turl.i~h 
arm) I-Il' had great ... 1.t11 11\ bndge-bu lldtng . To hltn 
ha ... e bce:n altnbuted MI large Ma)ajid!>. 51 small 
Musajids. innumberable Ilbmric:~ , palaces. Hamams. 
aquadueh, Mau"okum~. CarJ\:ln~arai~. thl' 
founullnS The Sulelmany MasJid In Istanbul and the 
Sihml~e Mlbjld 01 Edirnc art hi, m:htl.'rpil.'CX'. 
~ Grf'ol Engmf'~ring F,au: 

Joseph Macabc in MThe Splendour of Moorish 
Spain" .says: "In the 10th cenlur)'. Cordova had a 
populallon of a million souls, a lavish supply of pure 
water and miks of well-paved and lamp-llllltreeh .... 
There wa~ nOI (al thaI limc) IInywhcre In Europe. 
outside Arab Spain and Sicily, :tnd there: would not be 
lor :11 \cast IWO cemurics, II ~ingle cilY wilh 30,000 
pe(lple. with even the mo~t rudimentary scweragc. 
"lIh any paved or lamp-ht ~treel~. \Ioj(h a communal 
~upply of purc WaleI', \\Iilh :1O elementary regard (or 
h~giene, \l.lth a ~ingle public bath (and I'e" . II a~}. 
pri\'alt' baths) or school, and 'o\,lth even nU,l(leralel~ 
good precautIons against theft and "ioiellt:e" (Rcf: p 
J7 Splendours of 1~lam-Wilfrcd Hlunt. Angus and 
Robertson Publishers - U.K.) 

Muslims , everywhere. absorbed somethtng of Iht" 
culture of freshly converted people. blending it with 
Ihcir own 10 make Islam a rich and an cnduringculturt' 
as well . In turne .. en omads from Khlrghl7 stcppcs 
the seljuk Turks and fresh eonvuts to 1~lam produced 
'great builders like Alp Arslan (1063-72) and Malik 
Shah (1072-92). The problcm of scuing 3 circular 
dome upon a rectangular baSt was sol\ed by Ihe Seljuk 
archllt'Cts and the magnitude of Iheir ar;hit'vcmt'nt was 
ackno",\edgcd by Eric Schroeder to these words: -
~European domc builders ncver :lpprOllehed their 

skill. How inge niously Ihe We~tcrn builder 
compcma led hi~ Ignorance of the mechanics 01 dome 
construction is attesled by the IOchain~ round Ihe ba~e 
of SI. Petl:r's and Inc concealed cone which fastens the 
haunch of SI. Paul'). But engincers could not hope to 
prcllcrilx:- [In ideally hght domc of plam ma~onT) 
before Newton's ","ork on the calculus . The Siljuks. 
nowe\'er, hud solvW (he difficultics ~hich Wrt'n 
a\ oided. Not that thcy knew an)1hlng of the c-.tk'ulus: 
Their knowledge " 'as empirical. Bul by couragcous 
experimcnt and intclligcnt ob"t"nalion of failure the 
Suljuks built.,. what is pracllcally the Idca] dome, 
made po!>sible by the advance of mathematical SClcoce 
In the eightc:"Cnth (ccntuf)Y( Ref: p. 41 , Sph:ndour.i 01 
Islam, Wilfred Blunt) 

Alhambra Ihc Moorish palace of Granada, 
Spain, has arch~ around the CourtS "hlch are a claSSIC 



kature of Islamic architecture Richard Ford, who 
\lSlled .1 In 1830. ha~ thl ~ to sa} .. bOut it : Mlightru::~s 

""as the aim of Moori loh a rch,tects, as mQSSIV~"f'$S .... as 
the aim 01 the ancient E~nruan .... The n::al suppOrts 
v.ere canctlled, and purpChCly kept unexprtsSed, so 
I hal I he appa rent supports. their pilla rs. and go ... samer 
perfonl led fabric, ... cemed fa Ir)' v. or k; I he object wal< to 
contra dicl Ihe Idea of weight. and let the maSSCl> 
appear tu hang In theairnoaling like l>ummcrcloudsM. 
Thl' ambition IS perhaps ma'lt ~~taeularl) realized 
In Ihe roor of the cham ber of the 1 .... 0 ~is t ers. D 

Mlantal>IIC hone}comh of hanging stal"cllle!io M which 
:-ccm, Ihe .... ork of bcel> rather than of man . The plain 
exterior of t he build ing g1\C~S lillie hinl orlhis opulence 
\\ithln" (Ref p. 67. Splendours of Islam, W. olun!.) 
7 The con trlbUllOn ",as n(l1 confined to religiou~ 
edifice) only but 10 '\l'cular monuments and ",orks of 
public utility like garden,. bridge~. roads. canals, 
p.nilhons, obsel'\'a tonc~ and to palace,. forls.lombs 
<lmJ 1l1al,h.11cums .. \ he Allah .. erdi K ha n hridge . .... h,eh 
conne~· t' hfahan ",Ih the Armeni:w )\lburh~ 01 Julfa . 
I~ .100 ~,If{h lon~ and Ma noble piece of I!'ngmccnng". 
The Kh .... 3Ju bridge , bUilt in Ihe tln'lC of Shah Abbll~ II 
(e 1650) IS al once a bridge and a dam It had sill: 
\Cmloclugonat p..1\ilhon~. 

It i<; a par3dox that the )OoCalled ~ml·barharous 
l'Ulmad\ from the wa~tc~ of ct'ntral A~la. should turn 
from greal destroyer~ inlo !,m'ater erca tor~ and 
buddt"r~ after embraCing hlam 

"Iamlc archilc.'elure e'lasted In Ind ia before Babur 
laid the foundation of Mughal O } na~ty in 1526. -I hrtt 
eentune, earlier Ihe QUlub Minar In Deih, was buill 10 

a height of 2_1R fl. 10 111)3 c. Until Ihen the trotnian 
dement wa~ stronger thltn the nau .. e. 

Ka shmir ,ultans hlld built Z.1inlan~ in theccnterof 
the large't I~sh .... -aler lake 10 Asia - tht' Wuller: 
ulOadah - II 12 stor~ bUlldlOg reputed to ha ... e had 
(00 room); Khanlahl Mualla. Jamia MBsajid . and 
Bu(hhah-) ()um.:u Domed Mausoleum of the 
mOlhcr 01 Z;,unulAhldm (1421·1472). 

Tht' Mughab bUIlt ~u rcrh p.1Iaccs. 10 Delhi . AgnJ. 
I Jlhore and I-litchpore S,k rI . The)' are ma~terplect~ In 

red ..and~lonc and "hlle marble c(lmbllling the 
archlh:ClUral featurl" of Iran and India Superh 
plc."ure gardens ~erc crealed by them In Kas.hmir. 

They carried on Ihe Timuri tmd ition of IIvlOg 
outdoors and built the Shalimar. Nishat, 
Chashmasahi and Nasccm Bagh. around the DaI1ake 
of Snnagar; and Veri nag and Achabal spnng gardens 
In south Kashmir. They also built the Had Parbat 
FOri, The Shahi Masajid and an Oblo/!rVBlory III Pari 
Mahal. 
8. Kashmir suitans evolved a remarkable feature. an 
unuloual pOlnu:d Sp'te, locally called BRENG. which 
CrO"M the Ziarats, Khanlahs and mo!t(.jues of the 
Ka shmir \ aile), . The preva lling not ion that this un ique 
and distinctive form of Kashmir architecture owes its 
origin to Buddhist IOflucnce has been discounted by 
Percy Brown in Chupter XV of Mlndilln Archilecture 

Isla mic Period". 
According to him . 
MThc fonn of Kashmir archilecture is ~ry Similar to 
lImber construction of other mountainous counlnes 
lile Scandina\ia and Ihe regions of the Alps .. , in the 
",oooen churches or Norway of Ihe 11th to the 141 h 
centuries. thcrt: are Ihe sloping roofs in tiers 50 a~ to 
form a ~ind of pyramid, Wi th gables Hnd over-hanging 
ea\cs. each surface water-proofed with layer!> of 
blrchbark. e ... ery feature of .... hieh has ils counler-parl 
in the .... ooden shrines and Ziarats of Ka~hm lT Then 
the chaleu of the Austrian t)'rol wilh their projecting 
upper stories, balconies "'ith caned railings. and 
ca~mcnt windows bear familiar n::scmblancc tn tht, 
old hou~e~ of Snnagar." Pere~ Brown eondude' that 
Mlhc analogies of ~tyk could ob, iou~l~ nOl be duc III 
any common origin bt:cau~ Kashmlf i~ '0 far " .... a} 
rrom the European countnCl>. Th.~ musl be due to 
Mmilar climatic condition, and Ilvallablhl)' 01 ~lmll;,r 

types of materials" . 
The mOlot di)linClive feature_ common ttl •• ll the 

Masa)id , Ihe large: central doll'lt. )malkrdllOlt!\ 1m Ihl' 
founid~. and the Minarc!) e\oIH'd. In m) \1(: .... , fmOl 
the \cr~ ~hapt or Ihe .... ord AlIllh .... n lleilin ArabiC 
comhined .... ith Ihe leiter, of Kal lma wrillen 10 Kuflc 
~crlpt The most rcmar~llbk l',1wmplc \hows the 
Kaltma wrillen both Irom tight 10 kll, a~ In U\l.' in 
Alablc script. and IIl~o from Icll to righl ("hieh i\ 
mo~1 unuwall. The leiter, arc <1.11 crowned Wllh little 
dome) II nd pointed SPITC'. 




